














Understanding the DME market

In early 2007, Total acquired a 10% interest in Fuel
DME Production through subsidiary Total DME Japan
Limited. Backed by a number of companies, most of
whom belong to the two main consortiums promoting

DME in Japan (Japan DME and DME-D), Fuel DME
Production has built a unit that produces DME

by dehydrating methanol. The unit, in operation since
summer 2008 and located at the Mitsubishi Gas
Chemical Company petrochemical complex in Niigata,
Japan, has an annual production capacity of 80,000

to 100,000 metric tons. It produces both DME aerosol
propellant and DME fuel.

The Niigata unit will give Total the opportunity to gain
a better understanding of the DME market in Japan
and lay the groundwork for a commercial plant

that would primarily serve the Japanese market.

More broadly, this experience will also help the Group
get a better picture of the overall market for this

new product.

Total and its Japanese

partners initiated

an ISO standardization

process in April 2007 to

define specifications for DME
and an acceptable impurity
threshold for DME as a fuel.

The process should take two to
three years. In addition to Japan,
France, China and South Korea,
interested countries include the
United States, Germany, Sweden,
Poland, Turkey, India, Brazil,
Great Britain, Egypt and Canada.

The Niigata unit,
spring 2008.



